
the City of Camarillo

March - April 2012
Volume 18~Number 4

A newsletter for the citizens of Camarillo

CityScene is published

bimonthly by the City of

Camarillo. Please address

inquiries to:

CityScene Editor

P.O. Box 248

Camarillo, CA  93011-0248

Building & Safety: 388-5395

Camarillo Library: 388-5222

City Clerk: 388-5316

Community

Development: 388-5360

Utility/Customer 

Service: 388-5325

Finance: 388-5320

General  

Services: 383-5633

Police 

Department: 388-5100

Public Works: 388-5380

City Manager:

Bruce Feng

City Website:

www.ci.camarillo.ca.us

Mayor Jan McDonald

389-1813 (home)

Vice Mayor Charlotte Craven

482-4730 (home)

Kevin Kildee

482-2124 (office)

Michael D. Morgan

482-0589 (home)

Don Waunch

388-5307 (City Hall)

“Las Personas Son La Ciudad ~ The People Are The City”

Camarillo
City Council

Department 
Directory

On Saturday, March 17, the Camarillo High School Recycle Club 
and the Pleasant Valley Recreation and Park District will host 
another secure paper-shredding event at the Camarillo Community
Center, 1605 Burnley Street, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Thanks to a
partnership with RSI Shredding, this free program is available to 
all City residents and businesses.

Discarding personal and confidential information with your trash 
is a dangerous practice that can make you susceptible to identity
theft. Shredding documents that contain Social Security numbers
and other identifying information, including credit card statements,
applications, receipts, medical records, bank statements, tax and
other legal documents, is one of the best ways to protect your 
personal and financial well-being.

A per-customer maximum of six boxes or 12 grocery bags of paper—no trash, please—will 
be shredded at no charge. There will be a $4 charge for each additional box. Documents will 
be shredded on the spot in a specially marked RSI shredding truck before delivery to a recycling
center in Ventura County. Customer boxes will be returned to participants for reuse after
their paper is collected. For more information on this program, please call RSI Shredding 
at (805) 278-0162.

Don’t Just Throw Away Your 
Personal Information—Shred It!

The shredding services offered by RSI

provides shredding solutions to maintain

your information private.

If we can’t

REACHREACH You...
VC Alert notifies you about emergencies and other important emergency 
related news. The new system replaces Reverse 911®, which was deployed in 2008. 

To ensure that we have your contact information, and your preferred method(s) to receive
alerts, please register at www.vcalert.org, or call (805) 648-9283.

You can choose to receive emergency related alerts on your home, cell, or work phone, or via
e-mail, text, fax, or instant messaging.



“L a s P e r s o n a s  S o n  L a  C i u d ad”

Spring Cleaning Guide for Reuse, Recycling and Disposal

St. John’s Pleasant Valley Hospital offers a program for disposal of used sharps that are properly placed in sharps disposal 
containers. Sharps are accepted at the hospital information desk Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For safety reasons, sharps will not be accepted in liquid detergent bottles, bleach bottles, coffee cans, glass containers, milk 
jugs or soda bottles. When sharps are turned in, a new container will be provided without charge. Sharps containers are also
available free of charge at the Pleasant Valley Hospital information desk.

If you would like additional information about this program, please call Beverley Taylor at (805) 389-5176.

Proper Disposal of Used Needles (Sharps)

Spring is the season of renewal—that’s why it’s traditional
to clean up and clear out all the “stuff” that’s gathering 
dust in our homes, garages, and attics. The hardest part of
any cleaning spree is figuring out what to do with that dingy
old chair or mattress and the other clutter you’ve decided
must go. Fortunately, there are numerous programs 
available to Camarillo residents to help ensure that items
are properly reused, recycled, or disposed. Here are a few
options for taking care of your discards:  

Bulky Item Disposal—(805) 647-1414

Residents who receive a trash bill directly from the City 
of Camarillo can have two oversized items picked up per 
calendar year by E.J. Harrison and Sons, without additional
charge, by appointment only. Accepted items include 
mattresses, appliances, water heaters, toilets, furniture, 
etc., and tree stumps that are no larger than two feet in
diameter, four feet in length, and weigh no more than 
50 pounds.

For non-City refuse customers, E.J. Harrison and Sons will
charge $25 per bulky item, plus fees for special handling of
items such as freon and cathode ray tubes. (City customers
may request special handling, too, for the same fees.)

Refuse Bin Rental—(805) 647-1414 

Three-cubic-yard refuse bins and large roll-off containers
may be rented from E.J. Harrison and Sons for big clean-up
projects. Customers will be billed directly for this service.

Hazardous & Universal Waste—(805) 987-0717

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) such as paint, 
solvents, pesticides, pool chemicals, and household 
cleaners must NOT be discarded in your solid waste or 
recycling barrels. The City’s HHW drop-off center is open
the second consecutive Friday and Saturday of each month,
by appointment only. The HHW drop-off center also
accepts for disposal common batteries such as AA, AAA, 
C and D cells, button batteries (used for hearing aids and
cameras), fluorescent tubes and bulbs, and other mercury—

containing lamps and sealed-glass style thermometers. 
These items contain toxic chemicals that can cause harm 
to people, animals, and the environment if not properly 
discarded. For additional information regarding universal
waste, please visit the Department of Resources Recycling
and Recovery's website at www.calrecycle.ca.gov

Used motor oil and oil filters may be recycled at either 
the HHW drop-off center or at any state-certified collection 
center (call 1-800-CLEANUP for the location of a center
near you).

Electronic Waste (E-Waste)—(805) 388-6068

All computers, printers, monitors and peripherals, TVs,
VCRs, DVD players, fax machines, stereos, radios, cell
phones, speakers, and other electronic waste must NOT 
be discarded in landfills because they may contain 
hazardous materials. Recycle e-waste, free of charge, 
at G & C Technologies, 90 Camarillo Street, Monday
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Appointments 
are not required. For additional information regarding 
e-waste, please contact the City’s recycling coordinator 
at (805) 388-5392.

The City of Camarillo’s “Odds-N-Ends Guide,” available 
to download and print at www.ci.camarillo.ca.us, is another
great source for reuse, recycling and disposal information.
Happy spring (cleaning)!

Electronic waste ready for recycling.



“The People Are The City”

The entire Camarillo community is invited to the first annual Camarillo Reads – a One City One Book community program. Last
summer nine community members came together to choose our first community read book - Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of
Boundless Compassion, written by Gregory Boyle, founder of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles. His story is grounded in the
true-life practice of compassion. In addition to this book, we have chosen three other books to complement its message for all
ages. We also have designed a variety of special events to explore the themes of the books. 

On Saturday, March 3, we officially kick off Camarillo Reads March 2012 with several presentations. We will begin at 10 a.m., 
in the Community Room, with an introduction to the movies and projectors of the silent movie era by Leif Engeswick & David
Hekins, featuring a Buster Keaton short film, Cops and Felix the Cat. Following the Camarillo Reads program, we will introduce
the Camarillo Reads children’s companion read, Wonderstruck. Beginning at 2 p.m., teens are invited to assist with the 
creation of posters for Teen Food Drive, being held in the Young Adult area and in conjunction with the Camarillo Reads 
program. Teen book selection, The Running Dream, will also be officially introduced.  Adults and families are welcome to 
watch a documentary film I AM, also beginning at 2 p.m. in the Community Room.

Author Event - On Sunday, March 18 at 2 p.m., we will feature Father Gregory Boyle who will discuss his uplifting book Tattoos
on the Heart at the Camarillo Community Center, 1605 E. Burnley Street. This event is free and sponsored by the Friends of the
Camarillo Library. Seating is limited to 500 people. 

Bilingual Storytime – On Tuesday, March 13 at 7 p.m., join us in the Pirate Ship with Miss Heather for a bilingual storytime—
English and sign language.

Camarillo Reads Films - On Wednesday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m., in the Community Room, we will feature the film A Better Life
starring Oscar nominee Demián Bichir as a gardener named Carlos, and Jose Julian as his teenage son Luis. The film strives to 
humanize the struggle of undocumented families in Los Angeles. 

On Sunday, March 25 at 2 p.m., Trouble the Water, a redemptive tale of a couple surviving failed levees, bungling bureaucrats,
and their own troubled past and a portrait of a community abandoned long before Hurricane Katrina hit.

On Wednesday, March 28 at 6:30 p.m., Cared Straight, a 2012 documentary film provides a behind-the-scenes look at the work
created by Father Gregory Boyle and the Homeboys. Continue your exploration of compassion with a panel discussion led by
Celeste Fremont, author of G-Dog and the Homeboys.

Wonderstruck Day - On Saturday, March 31 at 10 a.m., in the Community Room, please join us as we will celebrate diversity
awareness with special storytelling, crafts, and presentations. Recognize youth mentors by creating an art piece as a thank you to
someone in the community who has been your mentor! 

April Events and Programming - On Saturday, April 21 at 10 a.m., celebrate our second annual Día de los Niños/Día de los
Libros with bilingual stories, music and activities. Master Gardener Series – Join us every Wednesday in April in the
Community Room, from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 pm, to learn from Master Gardener’s experts. 

For additional information, ongoing programs and hours of service, please call (805) 388-5222, or visit www.camarillolibrary.org.
The Camarillo Library is located at 4101 Las Posas Road.

Events and Programs at the Camarillo Library

Camarillo’s Earth Day event will be held on Saturday, April 21, at the Camarillo Community
Center, located at 1605 Burnley Street, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. This year’s theme is 
"Healthy Living.”

Earth Day 2012 will feature activities for all ages, including educational and community
booths, live music, children's activities, arts and crafts and food vendors. Admission is free,
and ample free parking will be available.

This event is sponsored by Camarillo Community Gardens, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, in association with the City 
of Camarillo and Pleasant Valley Recreation and Park District. For additional information, including sponsor, vendor and 
volunteer applications, please visit www.earthdaycamarillo.com.

2012 Earth Day Celebration



As summer approaches, the City of Camarillo would like to remind residents of the 
regulations pertaining to swimming pool discharges. If you own or maintain a swimming 
pool, please be aware of proper pool maintenance and the harm pool waste can cause to 
our creeks and ocean. Pool water contains pollutants such as salts and chlorine that could
end up in our waterways if not drained correctly. The following are stormwater pollution
prevention requirements for proper pool maintenance:

* Properly maintained pools should require draining no more than once every ten years.

* Effective August 2009, it is illegal to discharge water from salt-water chemistry pools into 
storm drains or sewer systems. This water must be hauled to an ocean discharging disposal 
facility. If you have a salt-water pool, you may want to consider the higher disposal costs 
and replace the salt-water pool chemistry system with a fresh water system.

* Prior to draining a fresh-water pool, inspect and clean the drainage path (curb/gutter/street) that the water discharge 
will travel through to ensure that trash, sediment and other debris do not wash to the storm drain system with the pool water.

* Using a pool test kit (available from a pool supplier), check the fresh-water pool’s chlorine level before draining. It must be 
at or below 0.1 parts per million (ppm) before it can be discharged. If it exceeds that level, it can be reduced before draining  
by either waiting several days to weeks without adding additional chlorine or by adding commercially available chlorine 
reducers (available from pool supply stores). Always discontinue pool use when chlorine drops below 1.0 ppm.

* Acid wash wastewater or other pool cleaning wastewater should never be drained into the street, gutter, or storm 
drain system.  

* Pool filter backwash (diatomaceous earth) should never be washed into the street, gutter, or storm drain system. If no 
harmful chemicals are present, filter waste should be bagged wet and placed in a trash container. 

* Read the directions before using any pool chemical. Avoid the use of copper based algaecides. Copper levels can easily build 
up to hazardous levels, killing aquatic organisms if drained into the environment. Instead use hypochlorite shock treatment.

* Before draining your swimming pool, please notify the City’s stormwater program manager at (805) 383-5659. You should 
also notify your water supplier. For City of Camarillo water customers that number is (805) 388-5373. This will ensure that  
you will not be cited for water waste under the water conservation program.

Please consider our environment when draining your swimming pool and if you have any questions about pool drainage and
cleaning procedures, please call the City’s stormwater program manager at (805) 383-5659.

Think Before You Drain! 

“L a s P e r s o n a s  S o n  L a  C i u d ad”

Water Wise Gardening on the Web
Did you know it is possible to make your garden insanely beautiful while saving money and conserving our most precious 
natural resource? 

The City of Camarillo Water Division has unveiled a new interactive gardening website found at www.camarillogardening.com.
Just in time for spring, our new website is filled with an avalanche of garden design ideas displayed in full screen photography.
Camarillo residents can search for plants based on type, size, color, sun, soil type and blooming season. Save garden ideas and
plants to a private file, and print out reports to show others or to assist with purchases.

There are over 1,000 garden idea photos and over 1,000 Ventura County relevant plants on this extensive website that took 
over a year to build. There is a watering guide that will give you very easy-to-follow guidelines for irrigating your existing 
garden. Additionally, there is a “book on the web” with tons of information on garden design, maintenance, and irrigation. 

If you need any additional water conservation information, or would like a free home and garden water use survey, please call
the Water Division at (805) 388-5373.



7, 14, 21, 28 CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKET
SPONSORED BY CAMARILLO HOSPICE
8 A.M.- NOON, CAMARILLO OLD TOWN, 482-1507

13, 14  HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 987-0717 OR ONLINE

WWW.CI.CAMARILLO.CA.US

14 KIWANIS/PVRPD 5K/10K RUN
5K 7:30 A.M., 10K 8 A.M., CAMARILLO

FOR INFORMATION, CALL BOB AT (805) 390-9212

19 CAMARILLO RANCH HOUSE
WINE TASTING & MOVIE NIGHT
6 P.M., 201 CAMARILLO RANCH ROAD

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (805) 389-8182
WWW.CAMARILLORANCH.ORG

27 CAMARILLO OLD TOWN CRUISE NIGHTS
5 P.M. TO 8 P.M., VENTURA BLVD

FOR INFORMATION, CALL TOM (805) 443-9219

3, 10, 17, 24, 31  CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKET
SPONSORED BY CAMARILLO HOSPICE
8 A.M.- NOON, CAMARILLO OLD TOWN, 482-1507

9, 10   HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 987-0717 OR ONLINE

WWW.CI.CAMARILLO.CA.US

17 PAPER SHREDDING EVENT
9 A.M.- NOON, CAMARILLO COMMUNITY CENTER,
1605 BURNLEY STREET, (805) 278-0162

26 MEADOWLARK SERVICE LEAGUE
CHARITY TENNIS TOURNAMENT & LUNCHEON
8 A.M. TO 2 P.M., FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT

WWW.MEADOWLARKSERVICELEAGUE.COM

Classes are forming now
for the “Start Smart” 
program, a driver safety
education class hosted 
by the Camarillo Police
Department, which 
targets new and future
licensed teenage drivers
between the ages of 15
and 19. Start Smart is 
a cooperative effort of the
California Highway Patrol,
Camarillo Police
Department, teenage 
drivers, and their parents. 

Start Smart is designed to help young drivers and their 
parents/guardians understand the responsibilities associated
with driving a motor vehicle. The program will demonstrate
how a poor choice behind the wheel can change the lives of
everyone involved. The goal is to raise awareness and to 
reduce the number of teen-related injuries and deaths 
caused by traffic collisions.

This free class, which is limited to 20 students and their 
parents, will take place at the Camarillo Police Station, 3701 
E. Las Posas Road. For more information, or to reserve your
spot, please call the Camarillo Police Department's Community
Resource Unit at (805) 388-5155.

“The People Are The City”

“Start Smart” Class for Teenage Drivers

March 2012

April 2012

The Camarillo Old Town Association will host the 2012
Classic Car Cruise Nights along Ventura Boulevard 
beginning Friday, April 27, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Cruise
nights will continue on the fourth Friday of each month
through September 28.

Car lovers and classic enthusiasts will have the opportunity
to reminisce and enjoy pre-1980 vintage cars on display
between Elm and Fir Streets, and in the beautifully-restored
Old Town Camarillo business district.

To learn more about Cruise Nights, please call 
Tom Maloney at (805) 443-9219.

Camarillo Old Town Cruise Nights

Classes are forming now for the senior citizens driver 
education program, a driver safety education class presented 
by the Camarillo Police Department. This program will be
offered several times throughout the year. Several interesting
topics will be covered by the Camarillo Police Department, 
representatives from Camarillo Health Care District and the
California Department of Motor Vehicles. Some of 
the topics that will be covered include:

* Common police concerns with motorists.

*  Assisting with inquiries regarding rules of the road.

*  Information for caregivers and children of loved ones who
can’t or shouldn’t drive (Caregivers and children of loved
ones are encouraged to attend).

*  Community resources available to seniors by the City of   
Camarillo and the Camarillo Health Care District. 

For more information regarding this free program, please call
Deputy Bastiaans at (805) 388-5128.

Senior Citizens Driver Education Program
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City of Camarillo

601 Carmen Drive

Camarillo, California 93010
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E

Telephone Directory
City Manager (805) 388-5307

Cable TV Customer Service

Time Warner: 888-892-2253

Verizon: 888-553-1555

City Cable TV Representative: 388-5349

Economic Development: 388-5349

Trash Collection (E.J. Harrison): 647-1414

Recycling & Hazardous Waste: 388-5392

City Hazardous Waste Appts. 987-0717

City Clerk 388-5316

Finance 388-5320  

Accounts Payable: 388-5352

Business Licenses: 388-5330   

Utility/Customer Service: 388-5325 

Community Development 388-5360  

Code Compliance: 383-5660

Public Works 388-5380

Streets: 388-5338

Water: 388-5373  

Engineering: 388-5340 

Traffic: 388-5340 

Water Reclamation: 388-5332

Abandoned Vehicles 388-5150

Airport Noise Complaints  388-4202

Animal Services 388-4341

Building & Safety  388-5395

Camarillo Area Transit (Dial-A-Ride) 988-4228

Camarillo Library 388-5222

Fire Department (non-emergency) 389-9710

Graffiti Reports 388-5338

Police Department (non-emergency) 388-5100

City Website

www.ci.camarillo.ca.us

City E-mail Address 

cityhall@ci.camarillo.ca.us

Camarillo Library Website

www.camarillolibrary.org

Social Services Hotline, 211  

Camarillo Government Channel

Channel 10 (Time Warner customers)

Channel 29 (Verizon FiOS customers)

Please recycle this paper 


