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All predictions say El Niño storms are coming. 
The best preparation for possible flooding is to 
plan ahead. Here’s what you can do:

•  Assemble an emergency supply kit.

•  Register your phone numbers at www.vcalert.org  
so you can receive emergency messages.

•  Clear debris from roof gutters, downspouts, and 
drains so water can flow properly.

•  Apply erosion controls to bare slopes and 
barriers around the perimeter of property to 
prevent loose woodchips, mulch, dirt, or debris 
from flowing off your yard into the adjacent gutter and clogging downstream storm drains.

•  Check your roof for leaks or damage, paying special attention to areas where separation could 
occur, such as around the chimney.

•  Have a supply of sandbags and other flood-prevention materials such as plastic sheeting, 
plywood, and tarps. Your local fire station has sandbags available for the public. For a list of 
fire stations and/or local vendors where you can purchase sandbags as well as obtain more 
emergency preparedness information visit www.readyventuracounty.org. 

The City is preparing its own drainage facilities for the wet season by inspecting and cleaning 
city-maintained ditches and over 1,500 storm-drain inlets. To report a clogged storm drain in
Camarillo, please call (805) 388-5338. 

Be Prepared for Wet Weather

Help Save Our Water—Report Water Waste
Customers in the City of Camarillo water service area are 
required to cumulatively reduce their water consumption by 
20% over 2013 usage. On a monthly basis, our reduction savings
have been slipping, which means our cumulative reduction is now
at 21.4% through November – too close to our 20% mandate. 

The City of Camarillo Water Division staff are constantly looking
for water wasters; but, we can’t always see everything, and we
need your help! The State of California has launched a website 
for residents to anonymously report water waste, such as broken
sprinklers or excessive run-off. Tipsters can provide detail and photos, which are then 
sent to the appropriate local agency based on the address of the offense. The web address is:  
www.savewater.ca.gov. Reports can also be made directly to the City of Camarillo Water
Division at (805) 388-5373, or Camrosa Water District at (805) 388-0226.

Thank you Camarillo residents for your continued water conservation efforts! 

For more information about emergency preparedness,

please visit www.readyventuracounty.org
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“L a s P e r s o n a s  S o n  L a  C i u d ad”

Be Safe: Use the Free ‘Sharps’ Disposal Program

How to Recycle Your Christmas Tree

Improper disposal of used "sharps" (needles, syringes, and lancets) can injure others—including 
family members and friends. So be sure to get rid of them safely. Here’s how: Pick up your free 
biohazard rigid plastic sharps containers at the Mariposa Urgent Care located at 3801 Las Posas 
Road Suite 106B. Take the container home and, when it is three-quarters full, return it to Mariposa
Urgent Care for proper disposal and pick up a new container. 

For safety reasons, sharps will not be accepted in liquid detergent or bleach bottles, coffee cans, 
glass containers, milk jugs, or soda bottles. Below are some disposal guidelines:

•  Sharps should be placed into a container immediately after use.
•  Do not attempt to remove, bend, break, or recap the needle.
•  Keep all sharps and disposal containers out of the reach of children.
•  Do not dispose of sharps in curbside trash or recycling carts.

For additional details, please call the Ventura County Environmental Health Division at (805) 654-5007.

Another Free E-Waste Collection Event
Here’s a great New Year’s resolution: Make 2016 your greenest year yet. You can start on 
Saturday, Jan. 2, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Adolfo Camarillo High School (ACHS) Future Farmers 
of America will provide free electronic waste collection to all City residents and businesses. 
This event will be held rain or shine at the Camarillo Community Center, 1605 Burnley Street.   
There’s no charge and no appointment is needed.

What can you bring for recycling? Computers, printers, fax machines, computer components,  
copiers, cell phones, digital cameras, DVD players, keyboards, monitors, MP3 players, power 
supplies, scanners, server cabinets, speakers, stereo equipment, TVs, wireless devices, and video 
games and systems.

The following items will not be accepted: household batteries; household/commercial appliances  
such as refrigerators, washers, and dryers; or any hazardous waste material (such as paint). 
The City’s Odds-N-Ends Guide, which can be downloaded from the City’s website at 
www.cityofcamarillo.org, is a good resource for locating places that will accept these items.

To learn more about this e-waste event, call PC Recycle at (805) 499-0050.

Year-end holidays zoom by all too quickly, don’t they? When they’re over, E.J. Harrison & Sons
and the City of Camarillo make it easy for you to “recycle” your Christmas tree as much-needed
mulch.

Simply remove the ornaments, hooks, lights, tinsel, bows, nails, and tree stand, cut the tree into
four-foot sections, and place them in your Yard Waste Barrel on your scheduled pickup day. E.J.
Harrison & Sons even accepts flocked Christmas trees for recycling.

Collected trees will be processed into various sizes of mulch, which is used to make several 
products that benefit local farmlands, orchards, nurseries, and gardens.

As a special yearly holiday feature, E.J. Harrison & Sons customers may put out twice the amount
of trash at no extra charge during the two weeks after Dec. 25. Please make sure the trash is in
paper or plastic bags alongside the trash bin. Customers may also put out extra recyclables; flatten
all boxes and place them alongside the recycling bin. Please recycle your christmas tree.

Please recycle your e-waste.

Please dispose of sharps properly.



“The People Are The City”

Save Energy: Camarillo is on the Case

Free CERT Training Provided by County Firefighters

Your city is committed to reducing the energy it uses to manage municipal affairs. As outlined in its Energy Action Plan, by the
year 2020 Camarillo’s goal is to shrink its energy use by 10% over the year 2008.

So how are we doing? We’ve made impressive progress. The City recently completed a ten-year Energy Performance Contract
that resulted in savings of over 15 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of energy. This was accomplished by upgrades to facilities at
City Hall, the City Corporation Yard, and the Water Department. Examples include:

• Installing high-efficiency heating, ventilation, and air conditioning equipment      
• Implementing an energy-control system
• Retrofitting office-lighting lamps and ballast 
• Installing high-efficiency electric motors for a water pump station and two wells
• Installing a 75-kW solar power system that has resulted in an 82% decrease in electricity 

consumption at the Corporation Yard

What’s in store? Quite a lot. Future energy-efficiency projects are estimated to result in annual kWh savings of 2.4 million!
These projects include:

• Installing new equipment at two of the City’s water wells
• Retrofitting interior and exterior building and parking lot lights to LEDs
• Updating the Sanitation Plant by installing solar power and utilizing digester gas for “cogeneration” (creating electricity and 

other energy jointly, especially by using the steam left over from generating electricity to produce heat)

What’s more, since 2008 the City also decreased water consumption at City Hall by 32% with the installation of waterless 
urinals and sensor-activated sink faucets. Water use at the Corporation Yard has been reduced by 33% by installing five 
waterless urinals. In 2015, the City received and Honorable Mention Cool Planet Award from Southern California Edison 
and the Climate Registry, in the small local government sector. 

Police Department’s Citizen Academy Starts Soon
Here’s another training opportunity: On Tuesday, February 2, the Camarillo Police Department will begin its 32nd Citizen
Academy. The Citizen Academy is a 12-week course designed to give residents an overview of the Police Department's 
functions and operating procedures. 

You’ll hear presentations by a Superior Court judge, K-9 officer, S.W.A.T. team members, bomb squad, narcotic officers, and
many others. Participants will get to meet the Camarillo Chief of Police and take a comprehensive tour of the police station.
You’ll also go on field trips to the Pre-Trial Detention Facility, Juvenile Hall, Sheriff's Dispatch Center, Sheriff's Training
Academy, and heliport.

Interested? You can obtain an application at the Camarillo Police Station or contact the Community Resource Unit at 
(805) 388-5155. Potential candidates must be at least 18 years of age, have no felony convictions, and have no misdemeanor
convictions within one year of applying. 

Classes will meet each Tuesday from 6 to 9 p.m. in the Community Room at the Camarillo Police Station.

Did you miss this exciting course last year? If so, mark your calendars for the next chance to take the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) course: Feb. 3 through Mar. 9 on six Wednesday evenings, with the final class to be held on Saturday,
Mar. 12. CERT training is free, and all residents 18 years of age and older are eligible to take part. 

Ventura County firefighters provide CERT training, which includes triage, first aid, extinguishing fires, search and rescue, 
terrorism response, and more. The training is held at the VC Fire Department training center adjacent the Camarillo Airport. 

Every CERT participant receives a course manual, vest, field gloves, helmet, goggles, flashlight, T-shirt, and backpack. 

For more information or to register, contact Heidi Zahrt at (805) 383-5688, or at hzahrt@cityofcamarillo.org.



Chinese New Year
• Celebrate the Year of the Monkey on Saturday, Feb. 13 with lion dancers, acrobats, food trucks, and more! 

Black History Month Events
• 21st Century African American genealogy: “How the Media and Technology Are Changing Research,” Feb. 6 at 1 p.m. 
• Byron Motley discusses his book, Embracing Cuba, which captures the allure, mystique, and vibrant essence of Cuba, Feb. 7

at 2 p.m.
• The Oscar-nominated documentary Trouble the Water looks at the impact of Hurricane Katrina, Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
• Storyteller Michael D. McCarty reveals the struggles, joys, triumphs, and beauty of African and African American history and
culture, for the whole family, Feb. 23 at 7 p.m.

Children’s Programs
• Weekly Storytimes 

• Toddler Storytime:  Mondays at 10 a.m., Jan. 4 through Feb. 22 
• Preschool Storytime:  Tuesdays and Wednesdays, at 10 a.m., Jan. 5 through Feb. 24
• Book Buddies: Tuesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
• Family Storytime: Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 

• PAWs for Reading: Read a story to certified therapy dogs Mondays and Wednesdays, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
• Esper A Peterson Homework Center (K-8 students) is open Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, from 3 to 6 p.m., and 

Thursdays from 2 to 6 p.m.
• LEGOS/Game Day: Saturdays, Jan. 9 and Feb. 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Bring your favorite teddy bear to help us celebrate A. A. Milne’s Birthday, Jan. 16 at 11 a.m.
• Join Kindermusik with Katie for music, movement, and stories, Feb. 29, Mar. 1, and Mar. 2 at 10 a.m.

Teen Programs (ages 12-18)
• Teen Movies — First Thursday of each month at 3:30 p.m. NEW TIME!

Jan. 7 —  Paper Towns [PG-13]  Feb. 4 — Into the Woods [PG-13]
• Teen MakerSpace —Third Thursday of each month at 4 p.m. NEW TIME!

Jan. 14 & Feb. 11 — Thanks to the MakerBox Collective, we’ll have a 3D printer!
• Teen Book Club meets the third Saturday of each month, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
• Teen Advisory Board meets the third Saturday of each month, from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Adult Programs
• Discover the stress-reduction practice for everyone at Introduction to Mindfulness, Jan. 6 at 6:30 p.m. and Jan. 7 at 12 p.m.
• Open to all ages and experience, the Camarillo Camera Club meets Jan. 13 at 6:30 p.m.
• Seminar for people in the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease and their partners, Jan. 23 and 30 at 9 a.m.
• Lucia Trujillo offers Financial Coaching for Veterans on Jan. 26 and Feb. 23 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
• Ventura County Genealogical Society’s “DNA Special Interest Group Rapid-Fire Q&A,” Jan. 16 at 11 a.m. 
• Genealogist Cafi Cohen presents “Focus for Success: Genealogy Research Planning” on Jan. 16 at 1 p.m.
• Must-See Movies for Adults: Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room
Jan. 7 — The Gift [R] Jan. 14 — Ant-Man [PG-13]
Jan. 21 — Mission Impossible: Rogue Nation [PG-13] Jan. 28 — What We Did on Our Holiday [PG-13]
Stay tuned: February will feature Oscar-nominated films.

Russell Fischer Business Collection
• Learn how to prepare for interviews and increase your chances of getting a job, Jan. 8 at 9 a.m.
• Join us for a 5½-day workshop on the strategies for a successful job search, Jan. 11 through 15 at 8 a.m. 
• Explore local Camarillo Chamber businesses while enjoying free samples, Jan. 19 from 4 to 7 p.m.
• Professor Rockenstein explains Supreme Court decisions that could impact business, Jan. 20 at 6 p.m.
• Learn four competencies of transformational leaders that encourage business growth, Jan. 27 at 6:30 p.m.
• Syndicated cartoonist Leigh Rubin of Rubes® cartoons explains creativity in business, Feb. 9 at 6 p.m. 
• “Start Your Business Lean and Quick” with Professor Minder Chen, Feb. 17 at 6 p.m.
• “Taking Charge: Spending, Saving, and Borrowing for Teens and Young Adults,” Feb. 24 at 4 p.m.

The library is open Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The library will close at 5 p.m. on Dec. 31 and will be closed Jan. 1, Jan. 18, and Feb. 15. Contact us at (805) 388-5222 or 
visit us online at www.camarillolibrary.org. We are located at 4101 Las Posas Road.

Free Wonderful Winter Programs at the Camarillo Library 



Camrosa Water District
Landscape Watering Limited to:

TWO TIMES PER WEEK

BEFORE 9 A.M. AND AFTER 5 P.M.

For more information, please visit:

www.camrosa.com

Save Water & Money with ‘Green’ Plumbing Fixtures 

As you probably know by now, the Camarillo area has experi-
enced its fourth consecutive below-average rainfall season with
totals between 64% to 71.2% of normal. As a result, the
National Weather Service has classified the Camarillo area as
an area with “exceptional drought” conditions—its most severe
drought category. 

The City of Camarillo is dedicated to enhancing the sustainabil-
ity of water resources available to its customers. One way to
achieve this goal is to encourage residents to install water-con-
serving plumbing fixtures. Be aware that, effective October 28,
2015, the City passed an ordinance requiring the installation of
such fixtures in new dwelling units and when adding or 
remodeling a bathroom. 

Several easy-to-install fixtures are available and can greatly
reduce water consumption. Examples include dual-flush toilets,
sensor-operated faucets, point-of-use hot water heaters, and
hot water recirculation systems. Here’s a quick summary of
each one of these:

• Dual-flush toilets – have two flush volumes, one for solids 
and one for liquids. The lower flush for liquids can save about 

.5 gallons per flush. These save approximately 5,500 gallons of 
water a year.

• Lavatory faucets, sensor-operated, self-closing – a sensor at 
the faucet detects motion and turns on the water; the same 
sensor detects no motion and shuts the water off. These save 
approximately 3,600 gallons of water per year.

• Point-of-use hot water heater – a heating device is placed at 
the fixture, distributing “instant” hot water. Estimated water 
savings of 3,000 gallons of water annually. (If an on-demand 
recirculation hot water system is installed, these would not be 
needed.)

• On-Demand Recirculation Hot Water System – A pump is 
placed on the hot water line upon activation from a remote 
device, cold water is pumped back into the tank or line until 
the water reaches a set temperature. This will prevent the 
need to “run” the water at a fixture until it gets hot. 
Estimated water savings of 11,000 gallons of water annually.

These fixtures could save the average household approximately
20,000 gallons of water a year. 

For more information, contact the Building and Safety
Department at bldgsafe@cityofcamrillo.org or (805) 388-5395.

     9, 16, 23, 30  CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKET

SPONSORED BY CAMARILLO HOSPICE

8 A.M.- 12 P.M., CAMARILLO OLD TOWN, 987-3347

8, 9    HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 987-0717 OR ONLINE

WWW.CITYOFCAMARILLO.ORG

 6, 13, 20, 27  CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKET

SPONSORED BY CAMARILLO HOSPICE

8 A.M.- 12 P.M., CAMARILLO OLD TOWN, 987-3347

12, 13    HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 987-0717 OR ONLINE

WWW.CITYOFCAMARILLO.ORG

Apply Now To Help Guide Your City
The City has volunteer openings on the committees listed
below. These committees meet either monthly or as needed. 

Camarillo Council on Aging 2 positions
Camarillo Ranch Foundation Board 5 positions 
Citizen Advisory Committee on Land Use 12 positions 
Investment Committee 1 position
Rent Review Commission Public Member 1 position

Ventura County
Area Agency on Aging Advisory Board 1 position
Area Housing Authority 1 position
Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee 1 position

To obtain an application visit www.cityofcamarillo.org or the
City Clerk’s Office in City Hall, 601 Carmen Drive.
Applications must be submitted to the City Clerk no later
than January 30. For more information about any of the
vacancies, contact the City Clerk at (805) 388-5316. 

City of Camarillo
Landscape Watering Limited to:

THREE TIMES PER WEEK

BEFORE 8 A.M. AND AFTER 6 P.M.

Mon., Wed., Fri.

For addresses ending in an odd number.

Tues., Thurs., Sat.

For addresses ending in an even number.

For more information, please visit:

www.cityofcamarillo.org

What Are Your Choices for Getting Around?
The Camarillo Council on Aging is hosting Senior
Transportation Options - Drive or Not, Van, Bus, a Panel
Presentation with Questions & Answers. This presentation 
is open to the public, no reservations required.

Thursday, January 28, 2016, from 10 to 12 Noon in the
Council Chambers, 601 Carmen Drive, Camarillo.
For questions contact either: City Hall at (805) 388-5397 
or the Senior Center at (805) 482-4881.

January 2016

February 2016
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the City of Camarillo

City of Camarillo

601 Carmen Drive

Camarillo, California 93010

(805) 388-5307

Telephone Directory

E Please recycle this paper 

City Manager (805) 388-5307

      Cable TV Customer Service

      Time Warner: (888) 892-2253

      Verizon: (888) 553-1555

      

      City Cable TV Representative: 388-5349

      Economic Development: 388-5349

      Trash Collection (E.J. Harrison): 647-1414

Recycling & Hazardous Waste: 388-5392

      Hazardous Waste Appt. Line: 987-0717

      

City Clerk 388-5316

Finance 388-5320  

      Accounts Payable:                             388-5352

      Business Licenses: 388-5330   

      Utility Billing/Customer Service: 388-5325 

Community Development 388-5360  

      Code Compliance: 383-5660

             

Public Works   388-5380

      Streets: 388-5338

      Water: 388-5373  

      Engineering: 388-5340 

      Traffic: 388-5340 

      Water Reclamation: 388-5332

Abandoned Vehicles 388-5150

Airport Noise Complaints  388-4202

Animal Services 388-4341

Building & Safety  388-5395

Camarillo Area Transit (Dial-A-Ride) 988-4228

Camarillo Library 388-5222

Fire Department (non-emergency) 389-9710

Graffiti Reports 388-5338

Police Department (non-emergency) 388-5100
        

Camarillo Post Office                (800) 275-8777

City Website        

www.cityofcamarillo.org

City E-mail Address 

cityhall@cityofcamarillo.org

Camarillo Library Website

www.camarillolibrary.org

Social Services Hotline: 211  

Camarillo Government Channel

Channel 10 (Time Warner customers)

Channel 29 (Verizon FiOS customers)
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