
the City of Camarillo

A newsletter for the citizens of Camarillo

CityScene is published

bimonthly by the City of

Camarillo. Please address

inquiries to:

CityScene Editor

P.O. Box 248

Camarillo, CA  93011-0248

“Las Personas Son La Ciudad ~ The People Are The City”

Camarillo
City Council

Department 
Directory

Sept. - Oct. 2015
Volume 22~Number 1

Mayor Bill Little

388-7158 (home)

Vice Mayor Michael D. Morgan

482-0589 (home)

Charlotte Craven

482-4730 (home)

Kevin Kildee

482-2124 (office)

Jan McDonald

389-1813 (home)

Did you know that 80% of bicycle-related injuries could be prevented by proper use of a helmet?
That’s what studies show. So remember, everyone should—and children must—wear helmets
when riding bicycles, scooters, and skateboards. 

Camarillo police officers want you and your children to be safe, so follow these guidelines:

• Always wear a helmet. Serious brain injury can result even from falls that don’t seem very
bad at the time.

• Be clear that children under age 18 must wear helmets when riding bicycles, scooters, and
skateboards. Otherwise a fine of more than $100 may be imposed under California Vehicle
Code 21212.

• Obey all street signs, use hand signals, and avoid hazards on the roadway—and teach your
children to do the same. A bicycle is considered a "vehicle" and riders must follow the rules
of the road.

• If you or your children are riding at night or even at dusk, wear light-colored (reflective)
clothing to make yourself visible. Anyone biking at night is also required to have a working
headlight.

No budget for safety gear? The Camarillo Police Department has a limited number of helmets
and other safety items available free to families dealing with financial hardships. 
For assistance, please contact the Camarillo Police Department's Community Resource Unit 
during regular business hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., (805) 388-5155.

Would you deliberately harm our water supply by adding unwanted chemicals? Or damage ocean
creatures? Or risk being the cause of your child’s or someone else’s overdose? No way! 
Then don’t flush old medicines down the toilet or throw them in the trash. Instead, dispose of
them safely. 

The Camarillo Police Department provides a convenient and confidential drop-box in its lobby at
3701 East Las Posas Road for safely disposing of unused or expired pharmaceuticals. The station
lobby is open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Labels showing the patient's name, medication
name, and other personal information should be removed before putting items in the box.

Here are examples of what can go in the drop-box: prescription drugs such as controlled sub-
stances, antidepressants, and antibiotics; over-the-counter medications such as pain relievers 
like acetaminophen; and veterinary medicines. Please note that “sharps” (needles/syringes) and
liquid-based medicine such as antiseptics are not accepted in the drop-box. These should be
returned to the City’s hazardous waste center. Hazardous waste drop-off is by appointment 
only; call (805) 987-0717. 

To learn more about the meds-disposal program, please call the City’s Recycling Coordinator at
(805) 388-5392.

Save Your Head! Wear a Helmet!

Unused Meds? Here’s How to Dispose of Them
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“L a s P e r s o n a s  S o n  L a  C i u d ad”

Free Emergency Expo, Saturday, September 26

Free Safety Training by Ventura County Firefighters

The fifth annual Camarillo Emergency Expo will be held Saturday, Sept. 26, in Constitution Park next to City Hall. This free
event is presented by the City of Camarillo and the Camarillo LDS Church. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and everyone will find
something to enjoy.

There will be emergency preparedness vendors, the Ventura County Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services, demonstrations, great food, and fun kids’ activities. Plus free solar cell phone chargers
will be given away. For more information, please call the City’s Emergency Services Coordinator at
(805) 388-5349, or e-mail jfraser@cityofcamarillo.org.

Please Clean and Maintain Your Ditches and Slopes
We’d all welcome a decent rainy season, right? Let’s be sure we’re ready for it: slopes need to  
be maintained and drainage facilities properly cleaned out and kept clear of debris. Failing to 
maintain private slopes or drainage facilities—such as V-ditches, storm drain inlets, and storm
drain lines—may result in damage to your property and to your downhill neighbors.

Sediment and pollutants that erode from slopes or come out of private drains end up in the  
storm drain system. Once there, they find their way into our creeks and the ocean without 
treatment. As these bodies of water become polluted, fish and other creatures that live there  
can be harmed. To ensure public safety and protect the environment as well as prevent erosion, 
and avoid potential flooding, the City of Camarillo advises that all property owners stabilize,   
repair, and maintain the slopes, ditches, and drainage facilities on their property.

Although we applaud the residents who have taken the steps to reduce their water consumption 
by installing drought tolerant landscaping, it is important that controls be applied before major 
rain events to prevent soil or debris from washing out into the street and storm drain system.

For more about stormwater issues or to report potential stormwater problems, call the City’s  
Stormwater Program Manager at (805) 383-5659. 

Mark your calendars for the next chance to take the Community Emergency Response  
Team (CERT) course: Sept. 9 through Oct. 14 on six Wednesday evenings, with the final 
class to be held on Saturday, Oct. 17. CERT training is free, and all residents 18 years of 
age and older are eligible to take part.  

Ventura County firefighters provide CERT training, which includes triage, first aid, 
extinguishing fires, search and rescue, terrorism response, and more. Training is 
held at the VC Fire Department training center adjacent the Camarillo Airport. 

Every CERT participant receives a course manual, vest, field gloves, helmet, goggles, 
flashlight, T-shirt, and backpack. Space is limited to 25 people, so sign up soon.
To register, contact Heidi Zahrt at (805) 383-5688, or at hzahrt@cityofcamarillo.org.

A free Cell Phone Charger

will be given to the first

five-hundred visitors after

visiting eight of our booths.
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  GENERAL FUND  $35.5 MILLION    ($ in millions)  CITYWIDE  $128.0 MILLION 

Revenue/Sources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Includes Solid Waste, Transit, Library Operations, Lighting/Landscape Maintenance 
Districts, Internal Service Funds and other services. 
**Includes accumulated fund balance for Capital Improvement Projects.  

 
Expenditures/Uses 

Salaries & Benefits 5.6$    

Operational Charges 19.7    

Grants / Allocations 2.0      

Capital Expenditures 0.1      

     Total Expenditures 27.4    

Net Transfers 9.0      

Reserves (0.9)     

          Total 35.5$  

Sales Taxes 15.0$  

Property Taxes 10.2    

Franchise Taxes 2.7      

Transient Occupancy Tax 2.2      

Current Service Charges 1.6      

Licenses & Permit Fees 1.6      

Business Tax 1.3      

Other Revenues 0.4      

Fines & Forfeitures 0.3      

Use of Money & Property 0.1      

Intergovernmental Revenues 0.1      

Total Revenues 35.5$  

CITY COUNCIL ADOPTS FISCAL YEAR 2015/16 SPENDING PLAN 

All Funds - $128.0 Million 

The City prefunds capital projects over a five-year planning period, thus allowing several projects to 

commence, even in lean years.  Some of the planned projects are: 

Street Improvements: Several projects to improve City streets are planned, including completion of the 

Santa Rosa Road widening, and Annual Street Overlay/Slurry Program. 

Water Repairs/Improvements: Plans include the regional groundwater desalter, and reclaimed water 

storage reservoir. 

Sanitary Improvements: Design and construction of a pipeline system to deliver recycled water, reducing 

discharge flows to Conejo Creek; rehabilitation and upgrades to Pump Station #3 improving efficiency; and 

solar panels at the Wastewater Treatment Plant and energy production from existing digester gas to 

reduce energy usage. 

42.2% 
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21.2% 
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Special Events
• Lawyers at the Library: Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the community room. 

Sept. 1 — Attorney Chris Young of the Alvarez Firm discusses “Special Needs and the Estate Plan”
Sept. 8 — Attorneys from Cunningham Legal will share tips for estate planning
Sept. 29 — Cunningham Legal will discuss how to effectively utilize Medi-Cal

• National Hispanic Heritage Month series
Sept. 17 — Must See Movie Screening of McFarland USA [PG] at 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 19 — Denise Quigley of the Family History Center shares tips for Researching Family in Mexico at 3 p.m.
Sept. 27 — SitaraSon serves up Traditional Cuban music with an African twist at 2 p.m.
Oct. 6 — Storyteller Alina Cenal presents Latin American Folktales at 7 p.m.

Family Events
• 4th Annual Star Wars Reads Day: Costumed characters, trivia games, and more! Join us Sat., Oct. 10 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Halloween Special Events:  Oct. 29 — Screening of the silent film Nosferatu [UR] with live piano accompaniment by film com

poser Cliff Retallick at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 31 — Join our ‘Shh’ or Treat Halloween Party in the Children’s Room from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Children’s Programs
• Esper A. Peterson Homework Center (K-8 students) is open Mondays, and Wednesdays, from 3 to 6 p.m., and Thursdays 

from 2 to 6 p.m.
• Talk Like a Pirate Day with Cap’n True on Sat., Sept. 5 at 11 a.m.
• LEGOS/Game Days: Saturdays, Sept. 12 and Oct. 10, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Music, movement, and more with Kindermusik with Katie, Oct. 26, 27, and 28 at 10 a.m.

Teen Programs (ages 12-18)
• Teen Movie Nights—First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 3 — Insurgent [PG-13] Oct. 1 — Poltergeist [PG]
• Sandbox Computers: Robotics II for ages 9 through 16, Sept. 5 at 2 p.m. and Minecraft Animation, Oct.  24 at 12 p.m.
• Watch Back to the Future II on Wed., Oct. 21 (the day Marty arrives in the future) at 6 p.m.
• 3D Printing comes to MakerSpace Sept. 17 and Oct. 15 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Young Adult area.

Adult Programs
• Medicare 101:  Program expert Belinda Lang presents on Wed., Sept. 2 at 6:30p.m.
• Author Woody Woodburn will discuss and sign copies of his book, Wooden and Me, Sat., Sept. 12 at 11 a.m.
• The VC Genealogical Society Series at 11 a.m. through 4 p.m. on Sat., Sept. 19. 
• Dr. Bill Garlington presents “Existentialist Thought in the Life and Works of Albert Camus” on Sat., Sept. 26 at 2 p.m.
• Authors Rob Goldman and John Klima will discuss and sign copies of their baseball related books on Sat., Oct. 10 at 11 a.m.
• UK based singer, guitarist and songwriter Sarah McQuaid performs on Wed., Oct. 14 at 7 p.m. 
• Must See Movies for Adults: Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the community room.

Sept. 10 — Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel [PG] Sept. 24 — Kingsman: The Secret Service [R]
Oct. 8 — Far From the Maddening Crowd [PG-13] Oct. 15 — Age of Adaline [PG-13] Oct. 22 — Selma [PG-13]

Russell Fischer Business Collection
• OPEN presents “The Benefits of Using Cal Jobs,” Fri., Sept. 4 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
• Dave Pollock shares “How to Innovate Like the Big Brands,” Fri., Sept. 11 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
• Jobseekers OPEN Workshop: Learn strategies to sharpen your job search in today’s competitive market, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30  

p.m. Monday, Sept. 21 through Friday, Sept. 25.
• Do good while doing good with “Socially Responsible Investing,” Mon., Sept. 28 from 6 to 7 p.m.
• Sylvia Crew: “Fundamentals of Starting a New Business,” Fri., Oct. 2 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
• Former Silicon Valley CEO Bahaa Moukadam presents Scale Up Your Business: A Practical and Mind Expanding Workshop, 

Tuesday, Oct. 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
• “Creating High Performing Organizations Through Engaged Employees,” Wed., Oct. 14 from 10 to 11 a.m.
• Business Coach Deborah Gallant can get your website working on Wed., Oct. 28 from 8:30 to 10 a.m.

The library is open Mon. through Thur., 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Fri., Sat., and Sun., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The library will be closed
Mon., Sept.7, in observance of Labor Day. Contact us at (805) 388-5222 or visit us online at www.camarillolibrary.org. 
We are located at 4101 Las Posas Road.

Fabulous Fall Programs at the Camarillo Library 
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Planning a Drought-Tolerant Yard?

“The People Are The City”

2, 9, 16, 23, 30   FARMERS’ MARKET & CRAFTERS’ CORNER

3 P.M.- 7 P.M., CAMARILLO COMMUNITY CENTER

1605 BURNLEY ST., CAMARILLO, CALL 482-1996
WWW.PVRPD.ORG

     5, 12, 19, 26   CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKET

 SPONSORED BY CAMARILLO HOSPICE

8 A.M.- 12 P.M., CAMARILLO OLD TOWN, 482-1507

6    CHILI COOK-OFF & MUSIC FESTIVAL

SPONSORED BY CAMARILLO HOSPICE

11 A.M. - 4 P.M., CAMARILLO RANCH HOUSE

201 CAMARILLO RANCH ROAD, 389-8182
WWW.CAMARILLOCHILICOOK-OFF.COM

11, 12   HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 987-0717 OR ONLINE

WWW.CITYOFCAMARILLO.ORG

12   FREE ELECTRONIC WASTE COLLECTION EVENT

9 A.M. - 1 P.M., 1605 BURNLEY ST., 499-0050
WWW.PCRECYCLE.US

12    CONCERT IN THE PARK

RAYMOND MICHAEL (A TRIBUTE TO ELVIS)
7:30 P.M., CONSTITUTION PARK

601 CARMEN DRIVE, CAMARILLO, 987-7847
WWW.CAMARILLOARTSCOUNCIL.ORG

12    CANINE CASABLANCA - A RESCUE AFFAIR

FUNDRAISER FOR THE VENTURA COUNTY

ANIMAL SERVICES (LIVE & SILENT AUCTION TO

BUILD A SHELTER DOG ENRICHMENT)
5 P.M. - 10 P.M., COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

MUSEUM, 455 AVIATION DRIVE, CAMARILLO

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 870-4003
WWW.VCAS.US/GALA

19   COASTAL CLEANUP DAY

9 A.M. - 12 P.M., CAMARILLO

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 383-5659
WWW.VCCOASTCLEANUP.ORG

26    EMERGENCY EXPO

10 A.M. - 2 P.M., CONSTITUTION PARK

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 388-5349

26   NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION TAKE-BACK DAY

10 A.M. - 2 P.M., 3701 E. LAS POSAS RD.
FOR INFORMATION, CALL 388-5100 

27    SUNDAY CRUISE

1 P.M. - 5 P.M., VENTURA BLVD.
FOR INFORMATION, CALL TOM 443-9219

3, 10, 17, 24, 31 CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKET

SPONSORED BY CAMARILLO HOSPICE

8 A.M.- 12 P.M., CAMARILLO OLD TOWN, 482-1507

7, 14, 21, 28   FARMERS’ MARKET & CRAFTERS’ CORNER

3 P.M. - 7 P.M., CAMARILLO COMMUNITY CENTER

1605 BURNLEY ST., 482-1996

9, 10   HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 987-0717 OR ONLINE

WWW.CITYOFCAMARILLO.ORG

25   ADOLFO CAMARILLO’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

12 P.M. - 4 P.M., CAMARILLO RANCH

201 CAMARILLO RANCH ROAD, 389-8182

30   FREE FRIGHT FESTIVAL/HALLLOWEEN CARNIVAL

(PLEASANT VALLEY RECREATION & PARK DISTRICT)
5 P.M. - 8 P.M., 1605 BURNLEY STREET

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 482-1996

October 2015

If you’re considering redoing your yard, be aware that the City
Council recently increased the amount of drought-tolerant
materials—such as artificial turf, rocks, and wood chips—that
may be used in front yard landscaping. Before replacing your
lawn, here are some simple steps to follow:

• You can design your own plan or work with a landscaping
professional; great tips on how to do both can be found at
www.camarillogardening.com.

• Up to 90% of the front yard landscaping may be artificial
turf; the remaining 10% must be live plants.

• For drought tolerant landscaping (i.e. Southwest), at least
30% must be live plants, the remaining 70% may be
nonplant material such as bark mulch, decomposed granite,
and decorative rock.

• Decorative rocks, wood chips, and decomposed granite are
now permitted within the parkway (the space between the
curb and the sidewalk) but must include plants every 10 feet.

• Your landscape conversion plans must be approved by the
Community Development Department. For more
information, please call them at (805) 388-5360.

Because of the overwhelming response, funding for turf
removal rebates have been exhausted. New applications 
are being accepted only for a wait-list, in case additional 
funding becomes available. Information on rebates for 
water-saving clothes washers, toilets, weather-based irrigation 
controllers, soil moisture sensors, and rain barrels, can be
found at www.bewaterwise.com.

Please do your part to help conserve our water resources. 
You can help by limiting your water use both indoors and 
outdoors and promptly reporting any leaks or water waste to
the City of Camarillo water division at (805) 388-5338. For
information on water supply and conservation effort and the
City’s water ordinance, please visit www.cityofcamarillo.org.



Telephone Directory
City Manager (805) 388-5307

      Cable TV Customer Service

Time Warner: (888) 892-2253

Verizon: (888) 553-1555

      City Cable TV Representative: 388-5349

      Economic Development: 388-5349

      Trash Collection (E.J. Harrison): 647-1414

Recycling & Hazardous Waste: 388-5392

      Hazardous Waste Appt. Line: 987-0717

City Clerk 388-5316

Finance 388-5320  

      Accounts Payable: 388-5352

      Business Licenses: 388-5330 

      Utility Billing/Customer Service: 388-5325 

Community Development 388-5360  

      Code Compliance: 383-5660

Public Works  388-5380

      Streets: 388-5338

      Water: 388-5373 

      Engineering: 388-5340 

      Traffic: 388-5340 

      Water Reclamation: 388-5332

Abandoned Vehicles 388-5150

Airport Noise Complaints  947-6803

Animal Services 388-4341

Building & Safety  388-5395

Camarillo Area Transit (Dial-A-Ride) 988-4228

Camarillo Library 388-5222

Fire Department (non-emergency) 389-9710

Graffiti Reports 388-5338

Police Department (non-emergency) 388-5100

Camarillo Post Office (800) 275-8777

City Website        

www.cityofcamarillo.org

City E-mail Address 

cityhall@cityofcamarillo.org

Camarillo Library Website

www.camarillolibrary.org

Social Services Hotline: 211  

Camarillo Government Channel

Channel 10 (Time Warner customers)

Channel 29 (Verizon FiOS customers)
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